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Guelph CHC statement on changes to children’s programming   

The Guelph Community Health Centre (CHC) is closing its Neighbourhood Playtime Programs, offered in 

eight sites across the city, effective December 16, 2019. The program, which has been offered for more 

than a decade, and has provided drop-in playtime programs for families at eight sites in Guelph.  This 

decision has been made with our funder and partner of this program, the Guelph Neighbourhood 

Support Coalition through the City of Guelph.  

“Neighbourhood Playtime Programs have been well-attended by families, and this is not a decision we 

reached lightly,” says Raechelle Devereaux, Executive Director of Guelph CHC.  “With limited funding 

availability to provide critical upstream support for families in priority neighbourhoods in Guelph, we 

have revaluated our use of resources to meet the needs that we know exist.” 

Guelph CHC is developing a list of similar programs that families may choose to attend, and offered to 

help families with the transition and will be posted on Guelph CHC website and distributed to families.  

Beginning winter 2020, the Guelph CHC will strengthen the evidence-based Parent Outreach Worker 

(POW) program, hiring a 5th Parent Outreach Worker.  More details about that program can be found 

here http://guelphchc.ca/families-and-children/parent-outreach-worker-program    

Current State: 

In 2019 the Guelph CHC delivered on average, 33 programmes a week, at a number of different 

locations in Guelph. These programs serve families with young children and include the Neighbourhood 

Playtime Programs as well as EarlyON drop-in and registered programs.  Approximately 75% of these 

programs are funded by the Ministry of Education, through the County of Wellington, and 25% have 

been funded by the City of Guelph. 

 

What is Changing: 

The Guelph CHC has made the decision to no longer offer the City-funded play-based programming 

(Neighbourhood Playtime Programs), to enable the hiring a 5th Parent Outreach Worker (POW).  

Effective December 13th, eight neighbourhood-based drop-in programs will no longer be delivered by 

the Guelph CHC.  

 

What is Not Changing: 

The Guelph CHC continues to be a proud service delivery partner with the County of Wellington in the 

delivery of EarlyON programs and services.   Guelph CHC will continue to deliver EarlyON programs and 

services at four locations in Guelph.  

Guelph CHC will also continue to work with the Guelph Neighbourhood Support Coalition and the 

neighbourhood groups across the city to support emergent programming needs. 
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